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SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
ON OIL POLLUTION 

1. FCO HAS ADVISED US THAT UK PLANS TO RATIFY THE INTER- 
NATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTER- 
NATIONAL FUND FOR COMPENSATION FOR OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE 
IN JUNE 1974. IT WOULD BE APPLICABLE IN THE UK AND ALL 
DEPENDENT TERRITORIES INCLUDING BIOT. (FCO NOTES THAT 

U.S. HAS SIGNED CONVENTION AND SEEMS LIKELY TO RATIFY.) 

2. UNDER TERMS OF CONVENTION, MAJOR RECEIVERS IN EACH 
COUNTRY CONTRIBUTE A SMALL AMOUNT TO THE FUND BASED ON 
AMOUNT OF OIL RECEIVED. IN MOST CASES RECEIVERS ARE OIL 
COMPANIES BUT IN CASE OF DIEGO GARCIA USG IS RECEIVER. 
PLEASE ADVISE HOW USG WOULD TREAT REQUESTS FOR PAYMENT 
OF CONTRIBUTION. 
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